Red indicates where I added on an emotion or action.
The blue indicates where I tried to write the conversation in the middle. 
Purple indicates my other choices other than boring ole’ said.

Remember, sometimes you don’t have to even have tags – we’ll figure out who is talking! 

HEY, notice I indent each line where someone new starts talking?

“Hey, Josh! How’s it going?” I said with a smile.
My brother grinned and replied, “Pretty good—schools boring.”


“That stinks.”

“Wouldn’t it be cool to drip wax down the candle,” I questioned, “and then color   it?”

“Where’s an old candle?” Josh hollered to Mom who was relaxing on the couch.


“Take the one on the bookcase,” she said.


“Okay,” Josh muttered.

“So who are your teachers this year?” I asked trying to make conversation.

“Um, I’ve got Miller for Algebra.” Josh wrinkled his forehead with disgust. “He’s a ---“
“Hey I liked him!” I blurted slapping Josh in the arm.

“My shop class is fun. Roeckle let’s us work on our own projects.”

“That’s good.”

“Eh!” I gasped as the flames filled the area above the stove. “Grab it!” I said briskly.

“Agh!” Josh said as he turned his head away from the flames.

“Holy crap, that was scary,” I said starting at the charred kitchen cabinets.

“That was a stupid idea,” moaned Josh. He was touching his eyebrows wondering if they were still there.

“What the heck happened in here?” asked Mom with her eyes as big as saucers.

